280                       LABORATORY STOTES.
by adding very little more nitric acid than is necessary
to oxidise the iron without causing (and this is
portant) any separation of tungstic oxide.
complete decomposition has been effected, the iron
should be in the ferric condition, and a black film of
carbonaceous matter will have separated.
When decomposition has been completed, boil the
liquid briskly to about one-third of its bulk. During
the boiling a considerable amount of the tungstic
oxide should separate out.
In the event of separation of tungstic oxide before
complete decomposition of the drillings has been
effected, the latter are protected from the attack of
the acids, and the amount of the impurity in the
separated residue is very much larger than is desirable.
Dilute with about 60 c.c. of hot distilled water.
Boil for a minute or two.
Filter, using a 12-5 cm. Swedish filter.
After transferring the tungstic oxide, so far as
possible, to the filter, it will be found that in every
case a film remains on the side of the beaker which
defies removal by a "policeman." A small piece of
ashless filter-paper, soaked with a drop or two of
ammonium hydrate, readily brings it away, and the
filter-paper is then ignited along with the maia
residue.
Wash the precipitate on the filter several times
with hot water slightly acidulated with hydrochloric
acid.
Place the funnel with filter-paper and contents on
a filter dryer (Fig. 4, p. 14), cover with paper, and
allow to dry on a hot plate.